Converting Composition Courses to Four Credits

Proposal Final Draft
for Curriculum Committee, April 2007
A few years ago, colleges began discussing changing composition classes from three credits to four.  We held off on any action primarily because the added credit pushed some CCC programs past their maximum credit limit.  However, it is now time for us to align with our consortium institutions and convert our classes to four credits.  PCC and Lance CC have already changed, and we have built our proposal based on the results of their changes and the research of a small committee.  
WR090 and WR095:  no changes; remain P/NP and 3 credits.

WR121 and WR122:  

· change to 4 credits

· (current course content already reflects 4 credits as students have noticed recently)
· add an information literacy (research/library) student learning outcome 
· add a literacy/analytical reading student learning outcome

· (these additions will be expanded and specified on new course outlines by fall 07)

WR123:

No matter what we do with WR123, we will offer WR123 as an unchanged 3-credit course for as long as students need it.  We imagine phasing it out within a year, but we’ll need help from Advising and other departments to determine when to “end” WR123 as it is today.

English Department recommendation for WR123:

· WR123 will be replaced by WR222, “Writing Research Papers,” a 4-credit class, which PCC  offers and which should transfer smoothly to PSU.  

· WR122 will be a pre-requisite for WR222.

· WR222 will be offered as a general research writing class as well as a thematic class, such as “sustainability,” or “medicine and health,” etc.  Students/programs could request themes; English instructors could invent themes; or the class will be an open-topic research writing class.  

· This class could be designed for cohorts and team teaching.  

· WR222 would be designed to meet an “Arts and Letters” requirement (as long as total writing requirements are only 8 credits for the AAOT/ASOT).  We will look at current state definitions of “Arts and Letters” and shape the course outline to meet those criteria.  

WR227:

If we create WR222, WR227 would change.  WR222 would conclude a three-part writing sequence for general degree students.  WR227, however, can be tailored more to meet career/technical program needs.  Therefore WR227 would:

· become 4 credits

· require a formal presentation as a student learning outcome

· add an argument/persuasion element to the course

· require only WR121 as a pre-requisite

· This should make it easier for some programs to require technical writing because writing credits would total 8 instead of the current 9.  

WR101:
· become 4 credits

· add a library/research component

What we need from Curriculum Committee & Program/Department Chairs/Directors:

· Will these changes fit well with your existing requirements?

· Will these changes benefit your students?

· Are there other needs you have regarding these classes, credits, and curriculum?  

· And….?   

(FYI) Other discussion the department and Bill Briare have had:

PT workload

Possibly fewer sections for PT instructors depending on the need/popularity of a changed WR123 or WR222, but obviously PT faculty will earn more per class.  PT faculty have seen the final proposal and shared ideas.  
FT workload:  

With most of our classes at four credits, will we be over the maximum workload?  It depends on the wording of the new contract.  If so, what to do?  We can’t pay overloads if we don’t even have enough for PT salaries.  So, we can request more FT and PT salary.  And we can work out a credit-balance over the three/four terms by mixing four-credit with one/two-credit classes.

FTE:

Lane’s FTE went up because fewer students are seeking the AAOT/ASOT and more are simply taking “general ed” at the ccs then transferring to the 4-years on their own.  Therefore, few were taking WR123 anyway, so the extra 2 credits from WR121 and WR122 boosted FTE.  Lane shared their study with us, and we have it on file.    
ENG Budget:

It will cost more if the total number of writing courses offered each term stays the same.  If the WR222 works out and more take WR227 without the extra pre-req, the total WR courses offered may stay the same or even increase.  What to do?  It’s also possible, we’ll offer fewer total writing courses because WR121 and WR122 will meet the AAOT/ASOT 8-credit requirement, and students won’t “have to” take WR222 (although many faculty across campus have told us they want their students to have better research and citation skills).  
